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Every album and every song ever released by the Beatles?from "Please Please Me" (U.S. 1963) to

"The Long and Winding Road" (U.S. 1970)?is dissected, discussed, and analyzed by two music

historians in this lively and fully illustrated work.All the Songs delves deep into the history and

origins of the Beatles and their music. This first-of-its-kind book draws upon decades of research, as

music historians Margotin and Guesdon recount the circumstances that led to the composition of

every song, the recording process, and the instruments used.Here, we learn that one of John

Lennon's favorite guitars was a 1958 Rickenbacker 325 Capri, which he bought for Â£100 in 1960

in Hamburg, Germany. We also learn that "Love Me Do," recorded in Abbey Road Studios in

September 1962, took 18 takes to get right, even though it was one of the first songs John and Paul

ever wrote together. And the authors reveal that when the Beatles performed "I Want to Hold Your

Hand" on The Ed Sullivan Show in 1964, John's microphone wasn't turned on, so viewers heard

only Paul singing.The hundreds of photographs throughout the book include rare black-and-white

publicity stills, images of Beatles instruments, and engaging shots of the musicians in-studio.All the

Songs is the must-have Beatles book for the any true Beatles fan.Â 
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Subtitled, â€œThe story behind every Beatles releaseâ€• this is a HUGE volume (nearly 700 pages)

â€“ a virtual treasure trove of information and an obvious labour of love. Much of the information

contained in this book has been made available before, in works such as The Complete Beatles



Recording Sessions, but this is a great collation of information nevertheless and it is well laid out

and clearly designed. Another minus point is that the book deals solely with every Beatles release,

so does not cover songs they did not put out on record. However, the pluses of this book more than

make up for the minuses.This is a more of a coffee table book than anything else, ideal to dip into. It

lists, comprehensively and with great detail all the album and single recording sessions â€“ using UK

releases as the basis for the book, but also mentioning American releases (often different,

especially in the early years). This mammoth read takes us from Love Me Do to You Know My

Name (Look Up the Number). Each release has copious details; for example the chapter on the

album Help! lists when it was released, where it charted and for how long, singles taken from it, the

background to the album, instruments used, the genesis of the work, production and technical

details for each track. There are also lots of interesting snippets, such as songs that were discarded,

singles released and even explanations for all sorts of tiny noises in the background and who made

them.Of course, any book on the Beatles recording sessions must contain information on both

Abbey Road studios and George Martin, who did so much to translate the Beatles visions into

recorded music. Nick Mason, of Pink Floyd, said, â€œevery time the Beatles worked at Abbey Road,

the atmosphere of the studios was transformed.
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